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Untitled, 2023

Mixed media on canvas
185 x 185 cm
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Untitled, 2022
Oil paint on old dry chili sack
328 x 266 cm
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Untitled, 2022
Oil paint on dry chili sack
115 x 63 cm
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Untitled, 2024
Volcanic rock glazed in gold
25 x29x 22 cm
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Untitled, 2021

Mixed media on Canvas

150 x 150 cm
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Bosco Sodi Solo Exhibition | PRESS RELEASE

Exhibition Title | Dawns
Exhibition Duration | 4 September (Wed) — November 24 (Sun), 2024

Exhibition Venu | Johyun Gallery_Dalmaji 171 Dalmaji-gil 65 Beon-gil Haeundae-Gu Busan
Opening Hour | Tuesday - Sunday 10:30-18:30
Exhibition Inquiries | T +82 51 747 8853 E  press@johyungallery.com

Bosco Sodi Solo Exhibition Dawns at Johyun Gallery_Dalmaji
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Bosco Sodi, known for his richly textured and vividly colored relief paintings, presents Dawns, his third solo
exhibition at Johyun Gallery. From September 4 to November 24 at Johyun Gallery_Dalmaji, the artist introduces
his broad and varied body of work using unprocessed natural materials such as wood, clay, stone, sawdust, and
burlap. In addition to monochrome relief paintings that capture the sky at dawn, the artist presents a series of
burlap sack paintings including a large-scale work over 4m in height, and new sculptures made from Mexican
volcanic rock. This exhibition follows the artist's deep explorations and even deeper colors, found in the

acceptance of nature’s passage of time.

The first floor of the exhibition space features ten gilded granite sculptures and fifteen sack paintings, each with a
circular colored shape; some with gold leaf. Regarding this work, the artist describes them as metaphors
representing a seed or the sun in sacks that "already having a kind of universe in them." On the second floor of
the exhibition hangs a large relief painting, its lavender surface pregnant with the first light before dawn—the
primordial energy of creation. Somewhere in the contrast of old repurposed burlap sacks and the volcanic

granites; the arenaceous lavender and lustrous gilt, lies the primordial force of creation.

The artist gathers granites from his home country Mexico, plating them without any surface processing or
buffering, just as they are, imperfect in the unique way of nature’s heat and pressure. He uses a 24k gold surface
plating method, similar to how gold leaf was used during the Medieval times to express figures of
transcendence.The process is initially a struggle against the material, then acceptance. The finishing touch is not
the artist's but nature's—when the cracks begin to appear on the surface—which can take anywhere from a
month up to several months. The artist describes that finishing touch as the moment God kisses his
paintings.While gold in traditional art was used to express transcendence and other lofty values, Sodi's works

embrace nature’s incomplete things and pauses time upon the igneous textures.

Coffee sacks are an influence from his philosopher mother who taught him of the Japanese wabi-sabi aesthetic,
which is about embracing imperfection and the beauty of natural process, which continues to have a profound
influence on Sodi’s artistic practice. Sodi works with natural imperfections in the simple forms created from
humble and organic materials, emphasizing "embracing mistakes requires that | am playful with the materials. A
rigid scientific approach has no room for such mistakes." His explorations of the unexpectedly imperfect

ephemeral requires a material interaction that is painstakingly labor-intensive.

His relief paintings are born of tension, such as in obtaining and mixing materials from nature, such as sawdust

and clay. The process is initially a struggle against the material, then acceptance. The finishing touch is not the

Bosco Sodi Solo Exhibition Dawns at Johyun Gallery_Dalmaji
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artist's but nature's—when the cracks begin to appear on the surface—which can take anywhere from a month
up to several months. The artist describes that finishing touch as the moment God kisses his paintings. By
embracing the unexpected, Sodi's work reproduces the uniqueness of each creation, a characteristic of nature. In
the exhibition space, nature motifs capture the unique form and life force of nature’s objects that each respond
and grow uniquely to the varied wind and sunlight. Bosco Sodi's works are undeniable celebrations of chance and
originality, quickly turning the viewer's gaze toward the self, nature, and their surroundings. The refraction of that

gaze helps us connect organically as beings given something unique within a finite stay in this life.

Bosco Sodi (b. 1970 in Mexico City) currently lives and works in New York, but is also active in Mexico and in
Europe. His first Korean solo exhibition was in 2019 with Johyun Gallery, where he presented his richly textured
black and white relief paintings. In 2022, the artist presented his second solo exhibition with Johyun Gallery, and
a series of rough-surfaced early-morning blues. This third and latest exhibition with Johyun Gallery continues to

November 24th, and his fourth opens November 22, at Johyun Gallery_Seoul.

Bosco Sodi Solo Exhibition Dawns at Johyun Gallery_Dalmaji



Johyun Gallery

Al’tiSt | ntrOd u CtiO n https://www.johyungallery.com/ko/artists/34-bosco-sodi/biography/

Bosco Sodi is known for his richly textured, vividly colored large-scale paintings. Sodi has discovered an emotive
power within the essential crudeness of the materials that he uses to execute his paintings. Focusing on material
exploration, the creative gesture, and the spiritual connection between the artist and his work, Sodi seeks to
transcend conceptual barriers. Sodi leaves many of his paintings untitled, with the intention of removing any
predisposition or connection beyond the work’s immediate existence. The work itself becomes a memory and a
relic symbolic of the artist's conversation with the raw material that brought the painting into creation. Sodi's
influences range from l'art informel, looking to artists such as Antoni Tapies and Jean Dubuffet, to master colorists

such as Willem de Kooning, Mark Rothko, and the bright hues of his native heritage.

*If you use the artwork images and information, please be sure to include <Photo courtesy of Johyun Gallery>

* High-resolution images can be downloaded via the Dropbox link below.

[High-resolution images link below]
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Untitled, 2023
Mixed media on canvas
185 x 185 cm
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Untitled, 2022
Oil paint on old dry chili sack
328 x 266 cm
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Untitled, 2022
Oil paint on dry chili sack
115 x 63 cm
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Untitled, 2024
Volcanic rock glazed in gold
25 x29x 22 cm
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Untitled, 2021
Mixed media on Canvas
150 x 150 cm
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